Popularly known as 'AKS' among his peers and referred to as 'Sir' by his students and colleagues, Professor A.K. Sharma was born on 31 December 1924 in Calcutta to Charu Chandra Sharma and his wife Shovamoyee. He lost his father at the tender age of 8 years, and he was brought by his mother's family. The young Arun obtained the degree of BSc in 1943 with 'half free scholarship'. He completed MSc in 1945 and DSc in 1955 Vols. 1-7 (2003 Vols. 1-7 ( -2008 . Science Publishers, Enfield (NH), UK, etc.
Besides his own research activities on various domains of plant science, he had significantly contributed to the policy, planning and formulation of scientific and technical programs for different Universities as well as the Government of India for the growth of science and technology in India.
He commanded extraordinary leadership qualities and oratorical skills befitting a true leader constantly inspiring peers, colleagues and students alike as a team leader. He always appreciated constructive difference for the sake of the best. As a constant reminder he had a Buddha painting displayed in his office room with an inscription ''Believe nothing merely because you have been told it or because it is traditional or because you yourself have imagined it. Do not believe what your teacher tells you merely out of respect for the teacher. But whatever after due examination and analysis you find to be conducive to the good, the benefit, the welfare of all beings, that doctrine believe and cling to, and take it as your guide''.
He had a great faith in super powers of God, and was a strong follower of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa Deb and Swami Vivekanada. He was very closely associated with The Ramakrishna Mission, and was the Vice President of the Governing Body of the Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, Gol Park, Kolkata, India and the Chairman of the Ethical Committee of the Vivekananda Institute of Medical Sciences, Ramakrishna Mission Seva Pratishthan, Kolkata, India, till his last day. His dedication to duty and sense of detachment are strongly influenced by his long association with the Ramakrishna Mission. In his final years he donated his material assets for the benefit of weaker sections and lived in the Guest House of the Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, Kolkata.
The scientific community of India in general and the botanical fraternity in particular, shall remain indebted to his guidance in nurturing young talent and facilitating development of scientific infrastructure across biological and environmental disciplines. Although, the Sharmas had no biological offspring of their own, they are survived by a large band of students, grand students, great grand students and young students, who always take pride in being attributed to them.
It would not be out of place to put on record that his life companion revered Professor Archana Sharma had a great catalytic effect in synergizing his energy and intellectual output. She was the cofounder of The Nucleus and continued to effectively support the journal till her death in 2008. She left us just after the completion of the golden jubilee of The Nucleus, and 'Sir' left us while we were in the 60th year of The Nucleus, and had planned the December 2017 issue for the Diamond Jubilee. We grieve that he is not with us to see the December issue that contains articles, most of which were sent in response to his personal invitation.
Prof. A.K. Sharma was a Guru for well over seven decades. His invaluable contributions to Science will be remembered for ever. In reverence to him, all the articles contained in this 60th year Diamond Jubilee issue of The Nucleus, Vol 60, issue 3 are dedicated to his loving memory.
